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her girl friends as implying companions of like rank and
interests. It is not known when it was first used with
sinister suggestion, but, like our word mistress, it fell from
its honorable estate and became the usual term to describe
these women of pleasure.

The causes of the extent of hetairism among the Greeks
are to be found in their religious conceptions, their polit-
ical institutions, and the innate sensualism of the Greek
peoples.

The Greeks were worshippers of the productive forces
of nature as manifested in animal and plant life. Aphrodite
is the female and Dionysius the male personification of
the generative principles, and in consequence the religious
ceremonials of these two deities assumed at times a most
licentious aspect. In course of time, a distinction arose
in the conception of Aphrodite, expressed by the surname
applied to her. Thus Aphrodite Urania came to be gener-
ally regarded as the goddess of the highest love, especially
of wedded love and fruitfulness, in contrast to Aphrodite
Pandemus, the goddess of sensual lust and the patron deity
of courtesans.

We could hardly expect high moral ideas in regard to
sexual relations among the Greeks, whose deities were
so lax. Zeus himself was given to illicit intercourse with
mortal maidens and was continually arousing the jealousy
of his prudent wife, the Lady Hera. Aphrodite was not
faithful to her liege lord, Hephaestus, but was given to
escapades with the warlike Ares. Apollo had his mortal
loves, and Hades abducted the beautiful Proserpina. A
people who from their childhood were taught such stories
could hardly be expected to be more moral than their deities.

As has been shown in a previous chapter, the Greek
conception of the city-state lay at the basis of laws and
Customs which repressed the citizen-woman and prevented